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  UNIT TEST 12 

 SECTION A: GRAMMAR 
 1 Complete the text. Write one word in each gap. 

       /7

2  Rewrite the sentences using nouns. 

 1 He attempted to cross the Atlantic in a rowing boat, 
but failed due to illness. 

  His                                                           
                         in a rowing boat failed due to illness. 

 2 They were unable to recognise the danger signs, 
which is why the company is in trouble. 

  Their                                                           
                                 is why the company is in trouble.  

 3 Bees contribute considerably to the ecological 
balance, which keeps the world alive. 

  The bees’                                                    
                                                keeps the world alive. 

 4 She refused to recycle anything, which made us 
very angry. 

  Her                                                             
                                                     made us very angry. 

 5 He failed to win the award for innovation and this 
was the turning point in his life.  

  His                                                           
                                 was the turning point in his life.   

 6 He was punished severely for the crime and this 
damaged him greatly. 

  His                                                           
                                                   damaged him greatly. 

 7 Many animals have become extinct this century, 
which is shameful. 

  The                                                           
                                                                  is shameful. 

 8 She decided to sell the company, which came as a 
shock to everyone. 

  Her                                                             
                                     came as a shock to everyone. 

       /8

SEC  TION B: VOCABULARY 
 3 Complete the sentences with the words in the box. 
You do not need all the words. 

 canyon    craters    erosion    fl ash fl ood    fl ocks    
geysers    herd    ice caps     meteor    packs    reservoir    
set    tsunami 

  1 We visited the         in the national park. 
It was fascinating to watch them suddenly shoot up 
out of the ground and shower us with warm water. 

  2         of sheep covered the green hills of 
the countryside around them. 

  3 The mine work had left enormous          
 in the ground which were fi lled with water, making 
them look like a series of little lakes. 

  4 If the           melt, then sea levels will 
rise dramatically and many coastal areas will fi nd 
themselves underwater. 

  5 They watched closely as two separate 
        of wolves moved forward across 
the landscape. 

  6 The local         usually holds millions of 
gallons of water, but due to the lack of rain recently, 
it is now only half full. 

  7 The rocks looked as if they’d been carved by human 
hand, but in fact, the different shapes were all down 
to          . 

  8 As they walked along the deep fl oor of the
         , looking up at the steep sides of 
rock, it wasn’t hard to imagine a fast river once 
fl owing through the valley. 

  9 They didn’t expect to fi nd a(n)         of 
elephants walking across the road. 

 10 The           hit the coast within minutes of 
the earthquake.

       /10

Mr Jones spent a lot of money having solar panels 
fi tted to the roof of his house. To do  1          , 
he asked a solar company to fi t  2          , 
but has now discovered that the company may have 
fi tted the panels facing the wrong way. This is a 
huge disappointment considering that 
3          were very expensive to install 
and that there weren’t enough of  4        
 either, to make the installation a viable proposition. 
Furthermore, Mr Jones has since discovered that 
there is a completely new system available, whereby 
solar cells can be sprayed onto anything to convert 
5        into a solar panel, which is far 
less expensive than buying traditional solar panels. 
Mr Jones now feels that the 6        he has 
on his roof are watching him smugly as 
7        counts the cost of his venture into 
renewable energy. 
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  4 Choose the word or phrase (a, b or c) that best 
describes the meaning of the underlined words or 
phrases in the sentences. 

 1 His latest idea is completely  bonkers . 
  a crazy 
  b impossible 
  c rational 
 2 He didn’t  bother  to answer my question.  
  a manage 
  b make the effort 
  c know how 
 3  I’ve really had it up to here with  this situation.  
  a I don’t understand  
  b I’m fed up with  
  c I can’t get enough of 
 4 You’re not one of those  tree-huggers , are you?  
  a forest rangers 
  b plant experts 
  c environmentally concerned people 
 5 I’m really tired of listening to her  spouting  

about work!  
  a complaining 
  b bragging 
  c talking incessantly 

       /5

SECTION   C: INTEGRATED SKILLS 
 5 Choose the correct options to complete the 
sentences. 

 1 Well,  as  /  what  /  when  Miss Barker said, we need to 
make changes as soon as possible. 

 2 I’d just like to  state  /  say   about  /  comment   on  
something Frank said. 

 3 I think we should  pick   on  /  go   back  /  deal   with  to 
the original point about costs. 

 4 If I  understand  /  feel  /  mean  you correctly, you’re 
not in favour of this idea. 

 5 I think that the  views  /  points  /  things  you made 
about renewable energy are very valid. 

       /5

6   Read the text. Which two of the following points 
about Venus are not mentioned? 

 a the size of Venus  
 b its atmosphere 
  c the existence of liquids   
 d its proximity to the sun  
 e the number of days in a year  
 f a survey of the planet’s surface  

       /2
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   7 Read the text again and select three true statements. 

 a Venus was fi rst surveyed in 1962. 
  b A fault in the onboard computer instructions 

contributed to Mariner 1’s failure.  
 c The Russians were the fi rst to send a probe 

to Venus. 
  d The fi rst data from Venus was sent back to 

Earth in 2005.  
 e The European mission spent several years 

collecting data. 
  f Venus Express was aborted in 2014 due to a 

computer failure. 

       /3

 Total:        /40 0 

      

 Venus is almost the same size as the earth and 
has many similarities to our own planet, but 
also massive di� erences. For instance, it has a 
thick and toxic atmosphere and temperatures 
that can melt metal, making it impossible for 
humans to visit. It is the second closest planet 
to the sun and one day on Venus is equivalent 
to 243 days on Earth. More than 40 spacecraft 
have explored Venus and the Magellan mission 
in the early 1990’s managed to map nearly all 
the planet’s surface while it orbited the Earth 
for four years before crash-landing on the 
planet’s surface. 
 In 1962, Mariner 1 was America’s � rst attempt 
to send a spacecraft to Venus. The plan was 
for it to � y past the planet and collect 
scienti� c data but no pictures. Unfortunately, 
the mission failed. This failure was 
subsequently found to have been partly caused 
by an incorrect hyphen in the computer 
programming! The Russians had already sent 
a spacecraft the previous year, but again, 
failure of the rocket to propel it upwards into 
space meant that it did not get there. The 
� rst successful probe to actually send back 
data from the surface of Venus was Venera 7, 
a Soviet mission.  
 The European Space Agency mission Venus 
Express, launched in 2005 from Kazakhstan, 
sent back data from the planet as it dipped 
in and out of the atmosphere for a couple of 
minutes at a time on each of its approaches, 
although it never got closer than 130 km to the 
inhospitable surface. In July 2014 it began its 
� nal descent into the Venusian atmosphere as 
it was likely to run out of fuel before the end 
of the year.  

Exploration of Venus


