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  UNIT TEST 8 

 SECTION A: GRAMMAR 
 1 Complete the text with the correct form of the 
verbs in brackets. Add a preposition or an object 
pronoun where necessary. 
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2 Complete the second sentence so that it has a 
similar meaning to the fi rst sentence using the word 
given. Do not change the word given. Use between 
three and six words, including the word given. 

 1 I need you to investigate the situation.   INTO  
  I need you to                               . 
 2 She’s progressing well at work now.   ON  
  She’s                                  at work 

now. 
 3 Did you fi nd my old watch while you 

were tiding the room?   ACROSS  
  Did you                                  while 

you were tidying the room? 
 4 He never fully recovered from the accident.   OVER  
  He                                the 

accident. 
 5 The visitors are inspecting the offi ces.   ROUND  
  The visitors                                  the 

offi ces. 
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SECT  ION B: VOCABULARY 
 3 Complete the text with the words in the box. You 
do not need all the words. 

 blogs    broadsheets    circulation    citizen    journalism 
libel    sound    spin    tabloids    trend    viewing    viral 
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  4 Complete the introduction to a talk. Write one 
word in each gap. 
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Her editor at the newspaper always made 
1             (feel) as if she had done 
something wrong. As a journalist, she enjoyed 
2             (research) stories, but her boss 
wouldn’t allow 3             (tell) the truth 
because he wanted more sensational stories – 
stories that would interest the majority of their 
readers. She always felt that she had to apologise 
4             (do) a good job because he 
invariably succeeded 5             (edit) out 
the most important facts of her story, only to replace 
them with irrelevant speculation. It was her father 
who had encouraged 6             (work) on 
the local newspaper before applying to a national 
newspaper. She had considered 7             
(ignore) his advice, but she overheard 
8             (talk) with some of his friends 
one day about how hard it was to get a good 
journalism job these days, so she followed his 
advice. However, she doesn’t know how much 
longer she can stand 9             (work) 
for her boss, listening to him criticising 
10             (tell) the truth.

Today I’d like to focus 1        privacy laws 
with respect to journalism. I’ll speak for about ten 
minutes, to allow time 2        any 
questions. Please feel 3        to interrupt at 
any point if you want to comment on anything 
I’ve said. There won’t be any handouts going 
4        as the transcript of my talk will be 
posted online after the talk. I’d like to begin 
5        telling you why I’ve chosen this 
topic – I know you thought you were signing 
6        for a conference on news gathering.

Whatever you might think about modern technology, 
it has given us the chance to speak to the world, all 
day, every day. Although newspaper 
1             fi gures indicate that each year 
fewer people are buying the printed versions, the 
2             and the 3             
are all available online. Strange stories can suddenly 
go 4            , with millions of hits being 
recorded on one website. 5             
fi gures for some of the videos on YouTube are in the 
tens of millions. What might not have caused much 
interest when only seen in the written form can now 
suddenly 6             on social media. 
7             journalism has also become 
common as people use the internet to pass on news 
about what’s going on in their lives, towns or around 
the world. Unfortunately, while newspapers are 
subject to 8             laws, the internet has 
no such control and consequently people can say 
what they like. Language is also suffering as people 
want to use as few words as possible and only seem 
to want to use 9             bites whenever 
possible, which changes the way we speak and write.
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SE CTION C: INTEGRATED SKILLS 
 5 Choose the correct options to complete the 
conversation. 

  A:  We’d like to run this story about the model. She’s 
known throughout the world and the story would 
increase our circulation by a substantial amount.  

  B:  We need to think this one  1  out  /  through  /  over  very 
carefully. She could  2  take  /  send  /  sue  us to court 
if we’ve not got our facts right. Also, depending on 
how we came by the information, we may have 
done something illegal and she could be awarded 
substantial  3  injuries  /  damages  /  rewards . 

  A:  The facts are correct, but I can’t tell you how our 
source got the information. 

  B:  Then we could be in very  4  hot  /  deep  /  troubled  
water indeed if we print this story. I think we should 
 5  take  /  keep  /  hold  fi re for the time being until we 
can check this out properly. 
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  6 Read the text and choose the correct option 
(a, b, c or d). 

 1 The writer states that the aim of a journalist is to 
a change the way we think about things. 
b spread news as widely as possible. 
c work as independently as possible. 
d improve the world we live in. 

 2 According to the writer, what happens in reality? 
a Young journalists want to work for state-of-the-art  
 news companies. 
b There is a lot of cynicism in journalism. 
c Editorial departments have great power. 
d Articles about life-changing themes are not   
 encouraged. 

 3 According to the writer, technological advances  
a are not always the main concern for some news  
 organisations today. 
b have enabled journalists to report from confl ict areas. 
c have caused fewer changes in the industry than  
 expected. 
d have created several problems for journalists. 

 4 The writer says that the public today 
a are less interested in news than ever before. 
b prefer to read print newspapers. 
c want journalists to write more purposeful articles. 
d require a continuous supply of news. 

 5 Critics believe that  
a celebrity blogs provide a valuable service. 
b it is important to maintain high standards. 
c the quality of journalism is deteriorating. 
d reporting one’s sources is not necessary.

       /5
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         Journalism today

What should the main aim of a journalist 
be? Should it be to change the world and 
make it better? Actually, that is not 
the role of a good journalist. A good 
journalist should report the news 
objectively and help disseminate it to 
as many people as possible. However, 
when working for large news 
organisations, the editorial departments 
are the people who decide what can and 
can’t be written, so the individual 
who has aspirations of writing life-
changing, cutting-edge articles can 
often be disillusioned when they start 
working in the industry. 

Technology has undeniably changed the 
world within which journalism must 
operate and while some organisations may 
have found this brave new world more 
challenging than others, most are trying 
to adapt. However, although technology 
has caused massive changes in the 
industry, it is not always the key issue 
as many news organisations have the 
added pressure of trying to keep their 
journalists safe and alive in war-torn 
regions of the world. Every year 
journalists are killed in their search 
for truth.

Whilst traditional print newspaper 
circulation has been decreasing by an 
average of three percent every six 
months over the past fi ve years, 
smartphone data has increased 
dramatically. As a result, journalism 
has had to adapt, but that does not 
necessarily mean that it has to lose 
sight of its original purpose despite 
the fact that today’s audience or 
readers demand a constant fl ow of news. 
The amount of news and the speed with 
which it is required does put 
journalists under immense pressure to 
meet that need. 

Consequently, some people argue that 
this has dumbed down the quality of news 
reporting because it is impossible to 
maintain high standards when there is so 
much information being communicated 
through every medium all day, every day. 
Critics believe that there is less 
fact-checking and more unsourced 
reporting. Many stories are being 
sourced from celebrity tweets or blogs, 
which are generally opinion-based 
comments that obviously lack reporting 
accuracy or objectivity. 

So has journalism just become a 
sensation-seeking gossip mill or are the 
traditional standards winning out?


